On June 7 th , 2010, an unusual story appeared in the British news media. The previous Saturday evening, a pair of nine month old twins living in East London had been rushed to hospital following a 'suspected fox attack': the babies had been seriously injured and were thought to have suffered injuries to the arm, and one to the face. Over the summer of 2010, this story received sustained and intense coverage in the British national press, and temporarily became the focus of a debate over the proper role and behaviour of urban foxes, and how humans should relate to them. This paper will discuss the series of factors which led to this incident becoming such a prominent media event. Alongside the more immediate contexts of the 'silly season' and a change in government leading to transitions in environmental politics at this time, we argue that this incident breached a whole series of spatial boundaries that contemporary society draws between people and the 'natural world', from the ultimate 'safe space' of a child's cot, to the ways in which humans create categorise for animals. We then discuss the consequences of such a potent series of boundary breaches, including confusion over the proper assignment of responsibility for, and expertise about, this dramatic and frightening event.
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